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WHY IS THE WORLD IN SUCH A MESS? 
 

 The ruler of one nation slaughters any fellow-

countrymen who oppose him. In another country, a 

woman, in the name of religion, plants a bomb on a 

subway and murders scores of innocent people. Tech-

savvy criminals steal money from bank accounts on-

line and hijack e-mail accounts. From national leaders 

to common workers, folks speak profanity as casually 

as you and I take a drink of water, and they do not 

care who hears their disgusting slime.  

 With modern technology and convenient 

communication (including news agencies and social 

media), news travels quickly and photos instantly 

reveal gory details. Such is the world in which we 

live. Which do people find more interesting and 

newsworthy: to report that thousands of flights arrived 

safely, or that one plane carrying ten passengers 

crashed? Which catches people’s attention more: a 

report that one thousand law enforcement workers did 

their job lawfully and with respect for those whom 

they serve, or to tell of one lawbreaking, abusive 

officer who “crossed the line?” A great deal of what is 

communicated on the news and via social media is 

alarming, even downright depressing.  

 In view of all the mean-spirited activity and 

immorality which abounds in our society and around 

the world, we are made to wonder: “Why is the world 

in such a mess?” The Lord has infinite understanding 

of all matters (Psalm 147:5), so He understands 

completely what the major factors are in mankind 

being in such a mess. While we lack His 

comprehension, some things are obvious.  

 For perspective, consider two conversations which 

could have taken place. First, we go back a few 

thousand years before the birth of Jesus: “We have a 

question for you, Noah. Sir, why was the pre-flood 

world in such a mess?” His answer: “. . . the 

wickedness of man was great in the earth . . . every 

intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually” (Genesis 6:5). In Noah’s day, human 

conduct was a disaster. Why? It was a heart problem. 

 Now, we go to the first century. “We have a 

question for you, John. Why is the world in such a 

mess?” His answer: “. . . the whole world lies under 

the sway of the wicked one” (1 John 5:19). Earlier in 

that same century, we turn to another apostle. “We 

have a question for you, Paul. Why is the world in 

such a mess?” His answer: People are “dead in 

trespasses and sins . . . fulfilling the desires of the 

flesh and of the mind . . .” (Ephesians 2:1,3). 

 Those facts noted above remind us of this reality: 

what currently is going on in our lifetime is not the 

first period in history when humanity has made a mess 

of things on a wide scale. Yet, we admit that in any 

generation it is possible for people and their evil deeds 

to “grow worse and worse” (2 Timothy 3:13). As 

scary as it sounds, things could get worse than they 

are now . . . much worse. Man’s number one problem 

is sin – when people have evil thoughts and have their 

mind set on fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, man’s 

corruption will be continuous and progressive.   

 We often observe a lack of common decency and 

respect for human life. Man was made in the image of 

the Creator (Genesis 1:26,27), but when people 

constantly are fed the message of atheism and organic 

evolution, do not be surprised if the indoctrinated ones 

act like animals in their dealings one with another. 

 When you throw in humanism, which places 

prime importance on human intellect, human power, 

and humans deciding for themselves what is right and 

wrong, then there is no room for the Lord in that 

picture. This truth cannot be denied: when you cast 

aside the Lord and His truth, there is no end to the 

debauchery which mankind will embrace — recall the 

behavior and doom of Sodom and Gomorrah (Jude 7). 

 We say it again: man’s most serious issue is sin, 

and sin is a problem which comes from the heart 

(Mark 7:19-23). That is fixable on an individual basis 

if a person is willing to humble himself before God, 

repent of his sins, and turn to Him for forgiveness.  

 God is working right now to rid the world of 

darkness. In order to do that, He inserts light into the 

world. How does He do that? Through His Son – the 

light of the world (John 8:12), through His word – the 

light for man’s path (Psalm 119:105), and via His 

children – the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). The 

world is changed for the better one heart at a time. 

Thank God for His light and the hope it brings. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF HAGGAI: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 Though Haggai’s message comprises only two 

chapters out of the Old Testament’s nine hundred and 

twenty-nine total chapters, it contains a number of 

great lessons – lessons for God’s children in any era 

of time. Haggai’s writing has a powerful punch! 

 Historical setting: After the Israelites of the 

Southern Kingdom were exiles under the dominion of 

the Babylonians for seventy years, the Lord God, in 

fulfillment of His promise, visited them and brought 

them back to their homeland. Actually, it was by His 

providence that Cyrus, king of the Medo-Persians, 

allowed the Jews to return home (Ezra 1:1-4). 

 Under the leadership of Zerubbabel and the high 

priest Joshua, a number of Jews, with the blessing of 

King Cyrus’ decree, traveled from Babylon to Judah 

in about B.C. 536 (recorded in Ezra 2). One of their 

main objectives was to rebuild the temple in 

Jerusalem, as it had been destroyed when the 

Babylonians conquered Judah.  

 The Jews were able to lay the foundation of the 

temple in a timely fashion (Ezra 3:8-11). Not long 

afterwards, the Jews were forced to stop their 

rebuilding project (Ezra 4). About fifteen years 

passed. The temple remained unconstructed. It was at 

that time that Jehovah sent two messengers to exhort 

the Jews to get back to work and finish the temple 

task. Those two men were the prophets Haggai and 

Zechariah (Ezra 5:1,2). 

 When we read in Haggai 1:1 that the word of the 

LORD came to Haggai in the second year of King 

Darius, that gentleman was the ruler of the Medo-

Persian Empire, and the date was around B.C. 521. 

Haggai would be on the scene in Jerusalem until at 

least the time the temple was rebuilt in its entirety 

(Ezra 6:14,15). When you think about the book of 

Haggai, think about it being connected with the 

history recorded in the book of Ezra, chapters one 

through six. It was an exciting, but challenging period 

of time. Now, we are ready to look at Haggai’s words. 

 Some key thoughts:  

 (1) Three English words form the major thrust of 

Haggai’s message: “build the temple” (1:8). The 

prophet’s appeal is for the Jews to get up, get back to 

work, and get the temple project completed. The Jews 

who returned to Judah had constructed nice, paneled 

houses for themselves. What about God’s house? It 

still was lying in ruins (1:4). Then came the call from 

the Lord: “Go . . . and build the temple” (1:8). 

 (2) The Jews needed to do some self-inventory. 

Seeing the lives of the Jews, combined with their lack 

of effort in finishing His house, God told His people, 

“Consider your ways!” (1:5,7). It always is a healthy 

thing for the children of God to examine themselves 

and see if they are living in harmony with the will of 

their heavenly Father (2 Corinthians 13:5). 

 (3) If the temple was going to be finished, a lot of 

work would be required. The temple certainly would 

not build itself! “So the LORD stirred up the spirit of 

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 

and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 

priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people, 

and they came and worked on the house of the LORD 

of hosts, their God” (1:14). Beautiful! Keep it going! 

God’s word came again to the people via Haggai, and 

the clear appeal was, “. . . be strong, Zerubbabel, says 

the LORD; and be strong, Joshua . . . and be strong, 

all you people . . . says the LORD, and work; for I am 

with you says the LORD of hosts” (2:4). 

 Other memorable lessons: 

 The role of a prophet was to speak God’s word, 

making no additions or subtractions to what He said. 

Read the book of Haggai and be thrilled by the seer’s 

commitment to declaring, “Thus says the LORD.” For 

instance, in Haggai 1:13 we read, “Then Haggai, the 

LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message . . . 

says the LORD.” One of the things that sets God’s 

people apart from the religious world is their devotion 

to a “Thus says the Lord.” 

 Haggai has a connection to the new covenant. The 

message of Haggai 2:6 (“. . . Once more, it is a little 

while, I will shake heaven and earth . . .) is quoted in 

Hebrews 12:26. In the context of Hebrews 12:26, we 

read about (1) “Jesus the mediator of the new 

covenant” (12:24), (2) our need to hear the One Who 

speaks from heaven (12:25), and (3) the kingdom 

which the first-century saints received and comprised 

(12:28). Thus, Haggai was foretelling the coming 

kingdom of the Messiah, that is, His church.  

 The words of Haggai 2:20-23 also point, at least in 

a symbolic way, to the new covenant. In those verses, 

we read about Zerubbabel being told that God would 

shake heaven and earth, overthrow kingdoms, and in 

that day make Zerubbabel a signet ring. Did you know 

that this Zerubbabel was a descendant of King David 

and an ancestor of Jesus? He was (Matthew 1:12; 

Luke 3:27). We might think of Zerubbabel as a type of 

the Christ: both Zerubbabel and Jesus led people out 

of bondage, both built temples, both were of the 

lineage of David, and both were given great authority. 

 The Bible says that Haggai helped the Jews during 

the process of rebuilding the temple. As God’s 

spokesman, he exhorted, rebuked, and called the 

people to action. Let us learn these valuable lessons. 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



“I AM A CHRISTIAN, BUT I NEVER TALK TO PEOPLE ABOUT THE CHRIST”

 Sometimes when a person who makes no claim to 

follow Jesus is around a Christian, he may feel 

uncomfortable, thinking that the Christian will talk 

non-stop to him about the Lord. My brother in the 

flesh once made this observation about a Bible-

believing friend who made him feel uneasy: “He is 

always trying to cram his religion down other people’s 

throat.” 

 I am not certain how valid my brother’s appraisal 

was. Sometimes how we respond to someone else 

approaching us about a particular matter depends on 

our perspective. If we are in agreement with or 

sympathetic to his cause/plea, we may not feel 

intimidated at all. On the other hand, if we have no 

interest in what a person is trying to share with us, we 

might conclude that he/she is being “pushy,” when, in 

fact, they are just bubbling over with enthusiasm 

about some matter. 

 Here is what I think. One of the reasons that some 

CHRISTians today are reluctant to talk to others about 

the Christ, the gospel, and the church is this: they do 

not want to be perceived as being too pushy, too 

fanatical, or, as my brother said about his friend, we 

do not want others to think that we are trying to cram 

our religion down their throat. If that be the case, then 

it sounds like we feel uncomfortable talking to people 

about spiritual matters because we are afraid that such 

topics will cause them to be uncomfortable. It is as if 

we decided that someone else’s comfort level is our 

top priority. It should not be so, my brethren!  

 Our main desire and concern for a lost person 

ought to be his eternal salvation through Jesus 

(Hebrews 5:9). True, we must try to “be wise as 

serpents and harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16), 

and we certainly have to “pick our spots” when it 

comes to when, how, and how frequently we will 

approach a lost person with the gospel, but let us not 

forget the bottom line: as long as a sinner does not 

know about Jesus, or as long as a lost person knows 

the truth but is unwilling to submit to it to purify his 

soul (1 Peter 1:22,23), he remains lost — 100% lost.  

 It horrifies me to think that in order to put a friend, 

family member, colleague, or classmate at ease, in 

order to make them feel less apprehensive when I am 

around them, it horrifies me to think that I would even 

consider saying to them, “Relax. Yes, I am a 

CHRISTian, but you do not have to worry about me 

bringing up the topic of religion, because I never talk 

to people about the Christ.” 

 Please consider three different scenarios. In one 

case, a man is on the board of directors of an 

automobile  manufacturer,  but  in  his  private  life  he  

never talks to people about the vehicles his company 

sells (oh, he has mentioned the company name a time 

or two, but never in a way that he was trying to “talk 

up” the value of the vehicles his company sells). In a 

second situation, a woman is a member of a “Fan 

Club” of either a musical group or a sports team. She 

pays her annual fees to maintain her membership in 

the club, yet she never, ever talks to others about her 

club and how wonderful it is. The third scenario 

involves a member of Jesus’ blood-bought church. 

This person puts a check in the box “CHRISTian” 

when he fills out a written survey about his religious 

preference, but he would never think about talking to 

anyone about Jesus. “I am a follower of Jesus, and 

that is good enough for me. Why would I want to talk 

to others about Him? I do not want to bother them, 

and they probably would not be interested, anyway.” 

 What is amiss in the three pictures that we just 

described? Can you imagine a man who is in a high 

position in a company never mentioning that 

company’s products to prospective buyers?! Can you 

imagine a devoted member of a sports team’s fan club 

not sharing her enthusiasm with others when her team 

wins the championship?! And, finally, can you 

imagine a self-proclaimed CHRISTian never opening 

his mouth or never writing a message to tell others the 

fantastic news of Calvary, the church, and eternal life 

in heaven?! 

 Jesus talked about the Christ (John 4:25,26). The 

apostles talked to lost people about Jesus (Acts 

5:41,42). Stephen told lost people about Jesus (Acts 

7:52). Disciples who had to leave Jerusalem due to 

intense persecution talked about Jesus (Acts 8:4). 

Philip talked to people about Jesus (Acts 8:5,35). Saul 

of Tarsus told lost people about Jesus (Acts 9:20). 

Apollos talked to others about Jesus (Acts 18:28).  

 In speaking about Jesus, one of Paul’s clearly-

stated goals was this: “Him we preach, warning every 

man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we 

may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus” 

(Colossians 1:28). In order to reach such a goal, that 

is, “every man” being complete in the Christ, we will 

need to talk to people about the Lord Jesus! 

 If someone has told you that talking to others 

about the Christ is all that a CHRISTian ever does, 

you were misinformed. At the same time, if you have 

been told that being a follower of the Christ does not 

include talking to others about Him, you were 

misinformed about that, too. Please think seriously 

about this matter. Pray earnestly about it. Then, get 
ready to talk to others about Him and His gospel! 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



3 John 1:9,10 – DIOTREPHES, THE PREEMINENCE-LOVER 

 There are three saints who were a big part of the 

message of John’s third epistle – Gaius, Diotrephes, 

and Demetrius. While commendable things are said 

about “the beloved Gaius” (1:1) and Demetrius had “a 

good testimony” (1:12) among the brethren, Diotrephes 
was a different story. That guy was trouble. 

 Sadly, we remember Diotrephes for the wrong 

reasons. Read for yourself everything that is recorded 

about him in the Bible. Here is the text: 

(9) I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves 

to have the preeminence among them, does not 

receive us. (10) Therefore, if I come, I will call to 

mind his deeds which he does, prating against us 

with malicious words. And not content with that, he 

himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids 

those who wish to, putting them out of the church. 

 It is obvious that Diotrephes was bad news for the 

church. When we break down what John wrote about 

this strong-willed brother, what do we see? 

  He loved to have the preeminence (1:9). The 

expression “loves to have the preeminence” is from 

one Greek word, “φιλοπρωτεύω/philoprōteuō,” which 

means “to aspire to pre-eminence, to desire to be first” 

[Thayer, word no. 5383 via e-Sword]. Brother 

Diotrephes wanted to be counted as “the top man.” 

The truth is, the Bible teaches that Jesus, as the sole 

Head of the body, is to have the preeminence “in all 

things” (Colossians 1:18). No Christian, regardless of 

his/her clout among men, has the right to compete 

with Jesus. Diotrephes overstepped his authority. 

  He loved to have the preeminence “among 

them” (1:9). This specifies the realm in which 

Diotrephes wanted to be first. John says Diotrephes 

did his haughty works with “the church” and “the 

brethren” who composed it (1:9,10). It is not pleasant 

to deal with someone in society who arrogantly wants 

to “run the show.” When we encounter such an 
individual in God’s church, it is especially distasteful. 

  He did not receive John and others (1:9). The 

indication is that the others were faithful saints. We 

understand that we are not supposed to welcome with 

open arms those who do not teach the pure doctrine of 

the Christ (2 John 1:9-11). However, when God’s 

children are walking in the light with Him, we need to 
receive them (1 John 1:7). 

  He prated against John and others with 

malicious words (1:10). To “prate against” is a 

translation of the Greek word “φλυαρέω/phluareō,” 

which is defined as “to utter nonsense, talk idly, prate; 

to bring forward idle accusations, make empty 

charges; to accuse one falsely with malicious words” 

[Thayer, word no. 5396 via e-Sword]. Such language 

comes from a wicked heart (Luke 6:45). 

  He not only did not receive the brethren himself; 

he also forbid others to receive those brethren (1:10). 

His bullying tactics influenced others not to do the 

right thing. It is an abomination to put a 

stumblingblock before others (Luke 17:1,2).  

  He put out of the church anyone who desired to 

receive the brethren (1:10). Diotrephes was a one-man 

destruction crew to the church’s work and harmony. It 

is proper for a congregation to take disciplinary action 

against a rebellious member (1 Corinthians 5:1-3), but 

it is not God’s will for one person to “take over” and 

try to kick people out of God’s family. Who appointed 

Diotrephes as the dictator? It sounds like he appointed 

himself! 

  He was the epitome of evil. In the context of this 

epistle, the words “do not imitate what is evil” (1:11) 

apply first to Diotrephes, who was evil to his core. 

This brother had spiritual issues which were at least 

three-fold: attitude, words, and action. His attitude 

was evil: he wanted to have the preeminence. His 

speech was evil: he spoke malicious words. His action 

was evil: John spoke of his improper deeds (1:10). 

  He was a leader of men. No, he was not a godly 

leader, but since he was able to get others to follow 

his lead and act like he desired for them to act (being 

unreceptive of John and other brethren), his influence 

definitely made him a leader.  Does this example not 

remind us that it is extremely unwise to follow blindly 

after other humans in the spiritual realm? Many do 

that, to their own destruction. When the blind lead the 

blind, the results are disastrous (Matthew 15:14). 

 The spirit of Diotrephes lives on today in the 

hearts and lives of some cantankerous, overbearing 

brethren who are bullies. Some of them are gospel 

preachers, others are brothers who try to elevate 

themselves to be the chief elder, and yet others are 

those who try to dominate the decisions and activities 

in a local church which has no eldership to lead it. 

 When a Diotrephes arises among us, we ought to 

treat him with courtesy, but he needs to be resisted, 

rebuked, and disciplined. In the church of the living 

God, we do not need folks who aspire to be bosses 

over other members. What we need are people who 

want to be servants of all (Mark 9:35). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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